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EXPERIMENTAL TELEVISION OF THE 1960S

TAKING BALLET INTO WEST GERMANY’S
LIVING ROOMS

Under this motto, regional public television station Westdeut-
scher Rundfunk (WDR) and commissioning editor Manfred 
Gräter (1928-1989) succeeded in positioning themselves as 
the most active and successful German television producers 
of ballets in the 1960s and 1970s. In-house productions in 
collaboration with renowned choreographers, including Rudi 
van Dantzig, Hans van Manen, Maurice Béjart, John Cranko, 
Alvin Nikolais and John Neumeier, left a lasting mark on the 
programme of Cologne regional television or “Channel Three”.

Early on, Manfred Gräter arrived at the conclusion that bro-
adcasts of ballet performances or TV adaptations of theatre 
ballets were an inadequate compromise between stage and 
television. His objective was to drive the development of bal-
lets that were created especially for television.

In director Klaus Lindemann (1935-2004), who oversaw a 
series of music productions and made numerous experimen-
tal dance and music films for WDR from 1966, Manfred Gräter 
found a determined fellow campaigner.

GOLDEN YEARS | DANCE DREAMS IN COLOGNE
A NEW DEPARTURE IN THE 1960S

DIE BEFRAGUNG / THE INTERROGATIONS 
Choreography: John Cranko
Music: Bernd Alois Zimmermann
Film direction: Klaus Lindemann
Ballett des Württembergischen Staatstheater Stuttgart
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